[Oral hairy leukoplakia in human immunodeficiency virus positive patients: clinical and etiopathogenic aspects].
Clinical and etiopathogenetic features of oral hairy leukoplakia in 5 patients positive for Human Immunodeficiency Virus were studied. Oral hairy leukoplakia were located on the lateral borders of the tongue and showed a corrugated/hairy aspect in all the cases. Histological examination showed hyperparakeratosis, acanthosis, hair like projection (n = 4) koilocyte-like-cells and moderate subepidermal inflammation. Immunohistochemistry revealed positive results for Epstein-Barr virus indicating an active replication of this virus within the epithelial cells of the stratum granulosum and upper stratum spinosum.